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Women trapped in divorce as 
parents fall for alimon(e)y  

AJANTA CHAKRABORTY  
TIMES NEWS NETWORK [ THURSDAY, JULY 15, 2004 12:14:43 AM ] 
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July 10, 2003: Susmita Bose weds software engineer Subimal Sen.  
 
January 2, 2004: Susmita and her parents are at the marriage counsellors' 
seeking a divorce.  
 
February 3, 2004: Subimal, who was away in the US, flies down to sort 
things out. But the Boses are adamant. Sen is asked to make a choice: A 
complaint under Section 498 A of IPC (cruelty towards bride), or a hefty 
one-time alimony. Sen opts for the latter option.  
 
March 21, 2004: Divorce was agreed upon, and Susmita got richer by Rs 
10 lakhs that she was granted as alimony.  
 
A pretty long tale has been cut short here to take a look at one of the 
latest social trend. "When it comes to choosing between their daughters' 
happiness and money, some parents, I'm afraid, are increasingly lured by 
monetary gains. They force their daughters to seek a divorce instead of 
sorting out trivial marital issues," said Justice Dilip Basu, chairman, Legal 
Aid Service (LAS), West Bengal. "We've seen at least 10 such cases over 
the last one year. The first word uttered by the parents is divorce," added 
Justice Basu.  
 
Sociologist Ruby Sain echoed, "I've seen this happening to a colleague. 
She threatened to file a case under Section 498A. The groom's family got 
scared and settled for divorce after paying up Rs 4 lakhs as alimony."  
 
Additional commissioner of police (I), Partha Bhattacharjee, said, "During 
my stint with the CID, I came across several cases where Section 498A 
was misused. The law is absolutely needed because a large number of 
women genuinely need it. But the flip side of things also must be taken 
into account."  
 
According to Justice Basu, LAS has managed to stop some of these 
divorces by talking to the daughters. "But more and more parents are 
coming to us as we also help people get divorce by mutual consent. This 
takes only six months, whereas a normal annulment case may take five 
years," said Justice Basu.  
 
Sanlap, an NGO, is currently doing a research on the misuse of Section 
498A. Citing another such case in Sonarpur, Rama Sarkar, a member of 
Gana Unnayan Parshad, said, "The groom was ill-tempered. The couple 

 
CALCUTTA TIMES 

HEADLINES
Thank you, roads 
Take me home
Where have the gifts 
of magi gone?
Lights, camera Sush
Straight answers
Dialing miss crazy
High on phones, too!
Don't see Salman
Framed!
Many a slip...
Straight answers
Houseful!
The son also rises!
Choco, more than 
just an aphrodisiac!
Whatta coincidence!
Straight answers
Want to promote 
blue films?
Ms Mallika Sherawat
Are the women safer 
here?
Carrying the 'keep it 
simple' tradition 
ahead
'Acting isn't a 
brainless job, yaar !'
Straight answers

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/778527.cms (1 of 2)7/25/2005 10:09:09 PM

1 of 2

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://in.indiatimes.com/
http://ads.indiatimes.com/ads.dll/clickthrough?slotid=48664563
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/advancesearch.cms
http://ads.indiatimes.com/ads.dll/clickthrough?slotid=48665297
http://www.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/citylist/424458.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/383130806.cms
http://ads.indiatimes.com/ads.dll/clickthrough?slotid=449

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://www.timesmatri.com/
http://www.timesjobs.com/
http://www.timesclassifieds.com/tc/propertysearch/PropertySearchAd.jsp
http://www.timesclassifieds.com/tc/vehicle/VehicleHomeIndex.jsp
http://tendercity.indiatimes.com/
http://www.timesclassifieds.com/tc/common/TOIdis.jsp
http://www.timesclassifieds.com/
http://epaper.timesofindia.com/
http://nrifinance.indiatimes.com/
http://info.indiatimes.com/rss/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/1070121.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/citylist/-2128932452.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/citylist/424458.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/1306468042.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/1225119221.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/1769582659.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/2070978938.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/383130806.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/694880715.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/1245388434.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/1313434708.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/23785592.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/-2128936835.cms
http://cricket.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/671208.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/citylist/296589292.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entlist/1081479906.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articlelistindia/1069927.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articlelist/858478126.cms
http://infotech.indiatimes.com/articlelist/11678182.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/-2128672765.cms
http://photogallery.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/headlines.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/mostviewed/37562556.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/obituarylist/87378.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/archive.cms
http://weather.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/12051364.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/-2128669051.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/-2128565703.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/1803578002.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/913168846.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/1076365.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/1080712.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/1817966818.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articlelist/2114117552.cms
javascript:clippopup(778527);
http://myrewards.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/login.cms?TferURL=http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/778527.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1174728.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1174728.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1174724.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1174724.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1174721.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1174717.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1172278.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1172277.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1172276.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1172275.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1172274.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1172273.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1171201.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1171198.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1171197.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1171197.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1171195.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1171194.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1170040.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1170040.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1170038.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1170037.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1170037.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1170034.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1170034.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1170034.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1170033.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1170033.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1170031.cms
http://203.199.70.237/cgi-bin/adceptclickthrough.cgi?random_key=25/6/200522:8:30.8313986640259903&host_name=timesofindia.indiatimes.com&url_name=www.timesofindia.com/articleshow/778527.cms
http://ads.indiatimes.com/ads.dll/clickthrough?slotid=53385782
http://ads.indiatimes.com/ads.dll/clickthrough?slotid=53386025
http://ads.indiatimes.com/ads.dll/clickthrough?slotid=53386048
http://ads.indiatimes.com/ads.dll/clickthrough?slotid=53386083


www.498a.org

Women trapped in divorce as parents fall for alimon(e)y- The Times of India

Mind Over Matter
Open Space
Special Report
NRI SERVICES
Remit2India
Post Print Ads
PRINT EDITION
Delhi Edition
DAILY DOSE
Ninan's World
News Puzzle
Crosswords
Astro Predictions
Jokes
Newsletters
 

Sign in to win 
great prizes 

often had fights. Three months after the marriage, the girl's family came 
here to file a divorce suit without giving the marriage a second chance. I 
think this is a dangerous trend."  
 
Lawyer Bishnu Charan Ghosh, who's handled about 100 such cases, 
agreed. "Parents are suddenly all too eager to get their daughters 
divorced. Hefty alimony may be a good reason," said Ghosh.  
 
ajanta.chakraborty@timesgroup.com 
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